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The Waynesville High School JROTC Color Guard and WHS Marching Band drum 
line participated in Freedom Elementary’s Patriot Day Parade today, Friday, Sept. 
10, 2021.  Soldiers from the 84th Chemical Battalion, who serve as PIE partners 
for Freedom, also participated along with the City of St. Robert Police Department, 
Fire Department, Mayor, and Pulaski County Ambulance District. Following the 
parade, the students presented artwork to the firefighters.  

The Waynesville R-VI School 
District will have three upcoming 
Tiger Pride sessions this semester 
providing information regarding 
the district’s diversity lessons and 
training. In addition, a session 
will be provided on professional 
development for staff surrounding 
equitable classrooms, inclusion and 
belonging.  All sessions will be held 
virtually via Zoom. 

Tuesday, Sept. 21, 2021 – 
Diversity 101 - Waynesville 
Diversity Content Statement and 
info session about our diversity 
lessons and training. 

Tiger Pride 
sessions on 
diversity

Freedom Elementary students 
waved and shared their artwork as 
the Patriot Day Parade passed by. 

The signs 
stated, 
“Thank 
you” and 
“Patriotism 
is always 
in season.” 

Continued on page 2



Tuesday, Oct, 19, 2021 – Diversity 
201 - Continuation of information about 
our diversity lessons and training. 

Tuesday Nov.  16, 2021 – Education 
Academy Overview- Equitable 
Classrooms, Inclusion and Belonging 
Staff Development.

All parents and their students in Pre-K 
through 12th grades are welcome to 
attend any one of the above sessions, 
regardless of the school their child 
attends. 

If you are interested in attending one 
or all three of these sessions, please 
complete the Google form below. A 
zoom link will be sent to participants the 
day before the event.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1
FAIpQLSf6zsFrePEUpCkf0P1HYbmt
npzCNvSxbpG_Cc7_mEc5BoEBMw/
viewform

Diversity
Continued from page 1

Artwork, including the samples 
shown above from Waynesville R-VI 
students, will be included in the art 
contest during the Remembering 
Patriots Day Festival from 8:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 11, 
at the Remembering Patriots Day 
Festival at the Shrine Club located in 
Buckhorn. In addition, members of 
the Waynesville High School choir, band, drama and thespian troupe will be 
performing from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. during the event.  The WHS JROTC Color 
Guard will present the Colors at 7:30 a.m. Remembering Patriots Day Festival 
is being hosted by the Armed Services YMCA; tickets may be purchased at 
https://fortleonardwood.asymca.org/event/9-11-festival-registrations/e344197

Not all heros wear capes by Brooklyn Weigelt, East Elementary. 

Never Forgotten by Vanessa 
Fonseca, Freedom Elementary. 
Artwork below by Sophie Johnson. 

Artwork above by Karina Narcotta, 
Waynesville Sixth Grade Center. 
Artwork below by Mikaylah Watson, 
Thayer Elementary. 

Homecoming 2021 Schedule of 
events Friday, Sept. 17:
Noon:  

Grades 6-12 release at noon. 
1 p.m.:  

Grades K-5 release at 1 p.m. 
2:30 p.m. 

The Homecoming Parade will start
in downtown Waynesville and march 
to Waynesville Middle School.  

4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
The Waynesville-St. Robert Chamber 
of Commerce will host the annual 
Community Pride Night with orange 
and black giveaways outside in front 
of the Waynesville High School gym 
from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

 6:30 p.m.
Homecoming Queen Coronation will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. inside Tiger 
Stadium.

 7 p.m.
At 7 p.m., the Tigers will take on the 
Lebanon Yellowjackets on the 
gridiron. Tickets to the game must be 
purchased in advance at https://www.
waynesville.k12.mo.us/Page/9538.

Homecoming 
2021 schedule
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For the first time in the history of the program, Waynesville 
R-VI’s LEAP program has its own center, located in the newly 
remodeled spaces within Waynesville Middle School. 

As a result of this much-anticipated move, Vicki Thomas, 
along with Jan and Terry Primas, reminisced about the 
program’s history, which is included below, along with their 
excitement about the new center. 

LEAP is the district’s program for gifted students and stands 
for Learning Enrichment and Acceleration Program.

Waynesville RVI’s gifted program began in the 1979-80 
school year. Services were delivered to students on Fort 
Leonard Wood and in Waynesville through a full day “pull-
out” program with each gifted student participating one 
day a week.  Students in grades 1-6 on post met at Pershing 
Elementary on Fort Leonard Wood; students off post met 
at East Elementary. The teacher of gifted students traveled 
between the schools and transported their instructional 
materials. 

 Space in the school district was at a premium in 1979. 
No classrooms were available at any of the schools for use 
only by the LEAP program for two days a week. The space 
allotted at Pershing was a classroom divided lengthwise by a 
plywood partition that didn’t quite reach the ceiling. The other 
half of the room was used by the reading program. At East 
Elementary, LEAP classes initially met in a small classroom 
that was also used to store cases of copy paper. This room was 
needed the next year for a regular classroom and so LEAP 
moved into what had been a storage room that was about half 
the size of the small classroom.  

The program expanded in the mid-1980s in stages until 
it served grades K-12. Continued enrollment growth kept 
space at a premium. The LEAP classrooms were moved 
several times to different schools on Fort Leonard Wood until 
locations were established in Waynesville and post students 
were bused to the classrooms. At various times, LEAP 
classrooms were in storage rooms, the stage in the high school 
gymnasium, and the old junior high wrestling room, which 
was partitioned into thirds with LEAP in the small middle 

Foot Prints of LEAP: A dream comes true

third. (This space was shared by Jan and Terry Primas, the 
founding teachers of LEAP.)

From almost the beginning, the LEAP teachers had a hope 
and a vision. The hope was for more space. The vision was 
for a “gifted center,” at least for the elementary and middle 
school students, where the teachers could more closely 
collaborate and do some vertical and team teaching. In the 
new millennium, the construction of Freedom Elementary and 
then a new high school eased the classroom space problem, so 
the hope for more space was realized. 

Five years ago, a proposal was submitted to administration 
titled “One Team, One Dream.” This fall, teachers and 
students moved into their New LEAP Center located on the 
newly remodeled lower level of Waynesville Middle School. 
All classes from K-8th are housed at the middle school, which 
also includes a LEAP STEAM Room for science experiments, 
Lego Robotics, and group collaboration.

“We are beyond excited our students can collaborate 
together vertically on group projects!” said Vicki Thomas, 
K-2 LEAP teacher and facilitator. “We hope this space will 
continue to meet the needs of our gifted students for years to 
come and we will continue to leave the footprints of gifted 
students throughout our District!” 

Fifth grade 
students in Bobbi 
McQueen and 
Bruce Kimball’s 
classes at Thayer 
Elementary 
investigated 
matter through 
centers. They 
explored magnets 
and solubility of 
different solutions. 
They were engaged 
and enjoying 
learning led by 
both teachers.



Thayer Elementary begins Sept. 10 by 
commemorating the 20th Anniversary of Sept. 
11, 2001. Students gathered around the flagpole 
in front of the building wearing red, white and 
blue.  Fifth Grader, Christian Zickefoose, led the 
building in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Thomas 
Arrington, a paraprofessional and Army Veteran, 
gave a history of the events that happened on 9/11 
followed by a moment of silence.  The ceremony 
ended with the playing of the Star Spangled 
Banner.

East Elementary 3rd through 5th graders participated in 
a Patriot Day art contest. The 31st Engineer Battalion, 
East Elementary’s Partners in Education, visited East 
on Thursday, Sept. 9, to view the art submissions 
and recognize notable pieces to be featured at The 
Remembering Patriot Day Festival at the Shrine Club on 
Saturday. Remembering Patriots Day Festival is being 
hosted by the Armed Services YMCA; tickets may be 
purchased at https://fortleonardwood.asymca.org/event/9-11-
festival-registrations/e344197

East Elementary PIE Partners judge Patriot Day art

https://fortleonardwood.asymca.org/event/9-11-festival-registrations/e344197
https://fortleonardwood.asymca.org/event/9-11-festival-registrations/e344197


Waynesville High School cross country 
team members competed in their first meet of 
the season at the Jim Marshall Invitational in 
Jefferson City on Saturday. Sept. 4. Constant rain 
made for a muddy course and a memorable race. 
The boys team was led by Alejandro Malave who 
completed the hilly 5k course in a time of 17:54, 
winning 5th place overall.  Luther Supancic came 
in next for the Tigers with a time 18:55. Rounding 
out the boys varsity line up was Ryan Rolshouse, 
Jaiden Golden, Joel O’Donnell,  Dominik Chamberlain and Ayden Mantle.   

“We love starting our year at the Jeff City course because it is extremely hilly and 
challenging. As we prepare throughout the summer we know we have to be ready for 
the Jeff City hills. Once the kids conquer this course they know they can conquer the 
rest of the courses on our schedule,” said Coach Nicole Jarman. 

The two Tiger medalists—Malave (5th at right in photo above) and Supancic (11th 
at left in photo above) —ran together throughout the summer.

“I am really excited to see what these two can do this year,” Jarman said. 
“Hopefully, they will both be ending their season at the state meet.”

Leading the girls team was Josie Moody, followed by Jordan Nitchman, Mauri 
Schnedler, Skye Scott, Lily Peace, Cassidy Bowling and Dillion Woods.

The Tigers race next in Lebanon on Saturday, Sept.11.

Waynesville High School will host 
Military Appreciation Night at the 
varsity football game on Friday, Sept. 
10, at Tiger Stadium.

All active duty service members and 
military retirees with military ID will 
be admitted to the game free of charge. 
The active duty service member 
or military retiree will not need to 
register in advance for this event.  

“As a public school district, we 
have one of the highest percentages 
of military students in the nation and 
we are so grateful for our parents who 
serve in the Army, Air Force, Navy, 
Marines and Coast Guard,” says Dr. 
Jason Whitt, WHS principal. “It is our 
privilege to honor our military.”

Kickoff time is 7 p.m. Gates open at 
6 p.m.

To purchase a ticket go to 
https://www.myschoolbucks.
com/ver2/stores/catalog/

WHS to 
host Military 
Appreciation 
Night tonight

Partridge staff receives praise

Partridge Elementary staff members 
were praised during their Super 
Session on Friday, Sept. 10, by Dr. 
Brian Henry, superintendent, for 

• their PLC Teams starting strong 
and communicating which strategies 
are yielding the best results 

• welcoming PLC mentors and 
district coaches

• steering team members working to 
close the learning gap

• continuing to use Explicit Direct 
Instruction, effective teaching 
strategies and teacher clarity

• embracing your #ALLIN hashtag 
this year

• continuing with the Leader In Me

Tigers take home XC medals
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